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Though President McKinley was still confident
that war could be averted, active naval measures
had already begun, so far as navy-yard work upon
ships and initial inquiries with regard to the pur-
chase of war material were concerned. But the first
real step was taken on February 25, when telegraphic
instructions were sent to the Asiatic, European, and
South Atlantic Squadrons to rendezvous at certain
convenient points where, should war break out, they
would be most available.

The message to the Asiatic Squadron bore the
signature of that assistant secretary who had seized
the opportunity, while acting secretary, to hasten
preparations for a conflict which was inevitable. As
Mr. Roosevelt reasoned, precautions would cost little
in time of peace and would be invaluable in case of
war. His cablegram was as follows:

"WASHINGTON, February 25, '98.
"DEWEY, Hong Kong:

"Order the squadron except the Monocacy to Hong Kong.
Keep full of coal. In the event of declaration of war Spain,
your duty will be to see that the Spanish Squadron does not
leave the Asiatic coast, and then offensive operations in Phil-
ippine Islands. Keep Olympia until further orders.

" ROOSEVELT."

(The reference to keeping the Olympia until fur-
ther orders was due to the fact that I had been noti-
fied that she would soon be recalled to the United
States.)

I despatched a cablegram to expedite the arrival